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7. DESCRIPTION 
(Check One) (/o E x = e l l e n +  ~ c ~ o , o n e ~ O  Fat. O Def=r.omted R u m s  0 Urnexposed 

C O N D I T I O N  
(Chsck One) 

I The Boush-Tazewell House i s  a large Late-Georgian town mansion located 
i n  the  suburban area of Norfolk on a l o t  overlooking the  Elizabeth River. 
The house or ig ina l ly  stood about three miles t o  the south in  downtown 
Norfolk on a s imilar  s i t e  overlooking the  harbor. It was completely 

I dismantled and re-erected around 1902. The move was care fu l ly  undertaken- 
most of the  o r ig ina l  mate r ia l s ,  as well as some l a t e r  addit ions,  were 
preserved. 

I ' 
I 

The two-story frame house i s  f i v e  bays wide and two bays deep and i s  
covered by a deck-on-hip s l a t e  roof. The balustrade t h a t  enclosed the  deck 
does not survive. The e a s t  o r  water f ron t  i s  dominated by a two-level, 
t e t r a s t y l e  pedimented por t ico supported by slender Tuscan columns on both 
levels .  The west o r  land f ron t  features  a dwarf pedimented t e t r a s t y l e  
portico she l te r ing  the  entrance. Both porticos as well  as the  eaves a re  
ornamented with modillion cornices. The f i r s t  f loor  windows have nine-over- 
nine l i g h t  sashes while those on the  second f loor  have six-over-six sashes. 
The o r ig ina l  ex te r io r  shu t te r s  have been removed and placed i n  storage. 
The cen t r a l  door on the  r i v e r  fronthas s ide l igh ts  and a transom above but 
the  land front entrance has only a transom. The present weatherboards a re  
not o r ig ina l ;  the o r ig ina l s  probably were beaded. 

Unaltered 

Two i n t e r i o r  chimneys a re  on each s ide  of the  house. Both s ides  have 
a two-story, two-bay wing which a re  l a t e r  additions. Each of the  wings has 
on i ts  r i ve r  f ron t  a one-story Greek Revival porch supported on square 
columns. The south porch i s  glazed to  form a conservatory. 

a Moved q Oripinml Site 

The main house has a t yp i ca l  center  h a l l  plan with the  h a l l  flanked by 
pa i r s  of rooms. On the  south a re  two par lors  while the  l i b r a ry  is located 
i n  the  northwest corner and the  dining room i n  the  northeast  corner. 

' 

Separating the  l i b r a r y  and dining room i s  a wide e l l i p t i c a l  arch with r ich ly  
ornamented a rch i t rave  trim. Set  i n  the  arch i s  an unusual s e t  of folding 
doors which are o r ig ina l .  The bookcases i n  the l i b r a r y  formerly were locate 
i n  a l i b r a r y  outbuilding when the  house was on i t s  o r ig ina l  s i t e .  They were 
placed i n  t h e i r  present locat ion when the  house was moved. 

[ l l h o ~ n )  ( . W V S I C A L  APPEARI I~CE 

The cen t r a l  h a l l  fea tures  a l e s s  ornamented e l l i p t i c a l  arch than 
tha t  between the  north rooms. A t  the  ea s t  end o f - t h e  h a l l  is the  or ig ina l  
s t a i r  with i t s  slender base-and-column balusters  and molded handrail .  The 
walls and c e i l i n s s  throughout are plastered.  The wide board f loors  a re  
o r ig ina l ,  but those i n  t h e  dining room have been over la id  with a l a t e r  one. 
The two marble mantels as wel l  as several  doorways a re  mid-nineteenth centur 
addit ions.  

The f i r s t  f l oo r  plan is repeated on the second f loor  except t ha t  the  
four bedrooms are s l i g h t l y  reduced i n  s i ze  i n  order t o  provide f o r  a narrow 
fiorth-south cross ha l l  t h a t  leads t o  the trro wings. Except f o r  the  one i n  
the  northeast chamber, a l l  the  second f loor  mantels are mid-nineteenth 
century. The north wing contains the  kitchen with servants '  quarters above. 
The south wing has a s i ng l e  l a rge  room on the  f i r s t  f l oo r  t ha t  serves as a 
conservatory. Above a re  addi t ional  bedrooms. 
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7. 
Except f o r  some changes i n  woodwork the  house i s  l i t t l e  a l t ered .  

E l e c t r i c i t y  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  1913 and baths i n  1914. The house i s  s tructural l ) .  
sound and currently is  undergoing a major renovation. 
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5 T A T E M E N T  O F  5 1 C H I F I C A N C E  

The Boush-Tazewell House survives as an outstanding and r a r e  example ( 
of a formal, Late-Georgian town mansion, and i s  associated with several  
prominent Virginians. The house was erected i n  1783-84 f o r  John Boush, 
grandson of Samuel Boush, f i r s t  mayor of the  Borough of Norfolk. John 
Bocsh was ac t ive  i n  c i v i c  a f f a i r s  serving as Clerk of the  Norfolk Court and 
Alderman of the  Norfolk Borough. He l a t e r  was elected mayor of the  c i t y  an 
a l so  held the posit ions of Clerk of the  Navy Board of War and S t a t e  
His house was the  f i r s t  important pr ivate  residence erected i n  the  c i t y  
s ince its devastation during the  Revolution. 

Following ~ o u s h ' s  death in 1791 the  house was inher i ted  by h i s  
second wife, Frances Moseley Munford Boush, who l a t e r  married Conway Whittl 
Norfolk merchant and importer. I n  1810 the  house was acquired from Whittle 
by L i t t l e t o n  Waller Tazewell (1775-1860). A nat ive  of Williamsburg, Tazewel 
was a nephew of the  f i r s t  Mrs. John Boush, Anne Waller, daughter of Judge 
Benjaain Waller of Williamsburg. In  1812 Tazewell married Anne S t r a t t on  
Nivision, e ldes t  daughter of John h'ivison, Recorder of the  Borough of Norfol 
and one of the  founders of the  Phi Beta Kappa Society. 

L i t t l e t o n  Naller  Tazewell i s  remembered fo r  h i s  dist inguished career  
i n  both s t a t e  and nat ional  a f f a i r s .  He represented James City County i n  the  
House of Delegates from 1796 t o  1800. I n  the  l a t t e r  year he replaced John 
Marshall i n  the  House of Representatives a f t e r  Marshall was appointed Chief 

I 
Jus t ice .  Tazewell a l so  served as Judge Advocate i n  t he  Court of Enquiry 
concerning the  Chesapeake Affai r  i n  1807. I n  1817 he served with former 
Presidents .Jefferson and Madison a s  one of the  Coormissioners t o  s e l ec t  t he  
s i t e  of the  University of Virginia. From 1824 to  1832 he was United States  
Senator from Virginia ,  and i n  1834 he was elected Governor of Virginia. 
While he l ived i n  n'orfolk h i s  house was v i s i t e d  by such notables as Lafayettp, I Henry Clay, John Tyler,  Andrew Jackson, and John Randolph of Roanoke. 

Follorving Tazewell's death in  1860 h i s  family continued t o  occupy 
house u n t i l  1894 when it was bought by Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Clarico Freeman. 
The Freeman's decided the  house should be moved a s  the  neighborhood had be- 
come highly commercialized and undesirable as a r e s iden t i a l  area. A 
named Emory was employed t o  care fu l ly  dismantle the house and re-erect  i t  o 
i t s  present s i t e .  The new s i t e ,  some three  miles t o  the  north, a t  the  mout 
of the Lafayette River, was chosen fo r  i t s  s imi l a r i t y  t o  the  or ig ina l  
overlooked the harbor. 

L Like the Boushes and the  Tazewells. Mrs. Freeman w a &d I 
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the  Waller family of Williamsburg. Born Ema Blow, she  was t h e  granddaughter 
of George Blow, Sr .  of Tower H i l l ,  Sussex County, who married E l i z a  Waller,  
daughter o f  Robert Hall  Waller of Williamsburg. The present  owner of t h e  
Boush-Tazewell House i s  t h e  granddaughter of M r s .  and Mrs. Freeman. 

(Continuation Sheet) 

Although moved, the  Boush-Tazewell House s tands  l i t t l e  a l t e r e d  
. s i n c e  i t  was f i r s t  e rec ted .  Among i t s  outs tanding a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  a r e  

i t s  two-level p o r t i c o  (an e a r l y  use of t h i s  form), i t s  c a r e f u l l y  porport ioned 
e l e v a t i o n s ,  and f i n e  i n t e r i o r  woodwork. 

E N T R Y  NUMBER D A T E  

I 

G P O  9 2 1 - 7 2 4  

(Nmnbcr aI1 .ntrlseJ 



9 .  MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
+ 

H .  B .  Grisby, Discourse ---- on the Li fe  and Character of Governor Tazewell. 

Colonel W.  H. Stewart, 
Cit izens ,  p.  

Virginia Historic Landmarks Comission f i l e s .  

S T A T E :  

Viroinia His- . . 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N  D A T E  

Virginia H i s t o r k  La&-- January. 1974 . 
S T R E E T  I N 0  NUMBER: 

As the d r s ~ g n a t e d  State 1,iaison Officer for the N a -  

t ional  Historic Preservat ion  Act of 1966 ( P u b l i c  L a w  

89-fit;ij. 1 hereby  nominate t h i s  property for inc lus ion  

i n  the Xiitionel Regis ter  and cer l i fy  that it has been 

.=vnlu:.rr,i accordine. to the  r - i t e i i a  and procedures s e t  

forth h y  thr Nat ional  Park Service. The recommended 

l e v e l  of s igni f icance  of this  norn~natlon is: 

Zational  j State 3 Local O 

1 221 Governor S i r e s  I 1 

Name 

Junius R .  Fishburne, J r . ,  Director 
Virginia Historic Landmarks Comiss io  
Title I 

C l T I  O R  T O W N  

I Richmond 
112. STATE LlAfSON OFFiCER C ~ R T I F I C A l  ION 

I hereby cert i fy  that this property i s  included in the 

National R e g i s t e r .  

S T A T E  

Virginia 
f NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFtCATIOH 

D , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  office 01 ~ ~ c h e o 1 0 8 y  end H i s t o r i c  Preservation 

i 

C.3.e - 
ATTEST: 

Keeper of The Nat imol  Register 

Date fiate 

Q ".I. GOVERNMENT PRINTING O F F i C E  : 1973-729-147/1442 3-1 






